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Why are doing this talk?Why are doing this talk?
Marc and Nancy have attended some interesting 
conferences and closely followed research this year.  

We would like to share some new things (and old things) 
with you that might help all us with our teaching at HCT.  
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}Gestalt (& Renshaw)- memory/perception?
} Icebergs and brains - levels of understanding
}Strategies
}Krashen ð situating L2 learning
}Champot ð Co-op learning
}Learning? curve
}Fisher: Repetitive learning cycles =  normal
}Priming
}Strategies 
} é  an d  tech n o lo g y
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Gestalt Gestalt ðð (Neural Network)(Neural Network)
} Theory of mind and brain that proposes that the 

operational principle of the brain is holistic, 
parallel, and analog, with self-organizing 
tendencies.

} Brain function is based on neuron cells organized 
into a very complicated intercommunicating 
network.

} Memory self-organizes relating to form not data.
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24681012

G3 8 characters
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12345678

G2 8 characters
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39741050

G4 8 characters
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210 YFN
G5 6 characters
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̹ ̸ ̷ д Р р

6 characters
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pay raise

G1 8 characters
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Р Fɗʞ ɜ5ǁ  

G6 7-8 characters
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http://www.e-chiteki.com/voice-new.htm
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24681012
12345678
39741050
210 YFN
̹ ̸ ̷ д Р р
pay raise
 Р Fɗʞ ɜ5ǁ

Our ability to perceive 
and remember seems 
to rely on the form of 
the information more 
than the type of data 
experienced. 
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}M em o ry òlin ksó o r òco n n ectio n só
}Limited number of possible links ~ 6-7 

memory

}Language forces an additional link

}Mathematical forces an additional link
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Th is is w h y acro n ym s w o rk éTh is is w h y acro n ym s w o rk é

Reduction of memory links but increase of 
capability to regenerate information !

} Oh hell another hour of algebra
SOH CAO TOA

} Oscar has a heap of apples

} Please excuse my dear Aunt Sally
PEMDAS
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Why do word 
problems pose 
such a challenge 
for ALL students?
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Math in a Second LanguageMath in a Second Language

Two or three memory links are taken up just 
dealing with

} Math content
} Language 1
} Language 2

How can we make 
this work better?

MATHMATH
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}210 YFN
}̹ ̸ ̷ д Р р
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Iceberg Iceberg theorytheory
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Procedural knowledge

Declarative knowledge



HCT 2006

Á'Strateg yõ co m es fro m  th e G reek òStrategosó 
and that means to trick or deception.  

ÁFirst used in applied linguistics strategy 
research in 1966

ÁLate 1970õs ap p lied  lin g u istics tu rn ed  to  
cognitive science

ÁRange of strategies used in vocabulary, 
reading, and writing
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}Wide repertoire is better than a 
single strategy 

} Integrate into L2 activities
}Based on stu d en tsõ attitudes and 

needs
}Support each other
}Fit the learners style of learning
}Should be transferable to future 

tasks
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KrashenKrashenand Swainand Swain

} Focal point for L2 is situations where 
students can interact

} Comprehensible input
} Necessity for output 
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C h am o t, K u p p er an d  O õM alleyC h am o t, K u p p er an d  O õM alley

} More independence

} More confident

} More motivated

} Strengthen connection 
between strategies and 
success
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